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the example it afforded to others. We being inclined to listen to the repre-
sentations of his friends in regard to the great losses he hath sustained in
the late general calamity which hath "befallen that settlement, as well in
regard to the loss of [his] own effects as of the consignments and effects, entrust-
ed to him by his friends, in order to excite his industry and give him a better
opportunity of retrieving his shattered fortune, we do direct that he be enter-
tained in our service as a factor, and do take rank next after Mr. George
Gray Junr.
90.    Among   the  many objects  of  our regard  and  compassion  whose
fortunes have been reduced from opulent to distressed circumstances, none
are entitled to a greater share of it than our late President Mr, Drake.   Un-
informed as we still continue in regard to the secret springs and source of our
late misfortunes at Bengal, we have been very tender in charging particular
misconducts on particular persons.   But by how much the more we had to
expect from the conduct of gentlemen we thought fit to preside and have
a principal concern in the conduct of our affairs, by so much the greater
was our disappointment that some measure was not thought of and carried
into execution for preventing that ruin which befell us and our servants,
and which we can but think might have hindered its coming to the extremity
we have experienced.
91.    The superior rank and situation of Mr. Drake hath been so far his
greater misfortune, as having' exposed him more   particularly   to   obloquy
abroad and the resentment of gentlemen at home, and diverted the course
of that favour which hath been extended to others in inferior stations.
92.    We being desirous  of lessening  as much  as we  can consistently
the weight of his misfortunes, by permitting him  to continue  in 'India,
if it is   agreeable to him,   to  adjust his  private   affairs and regulate his
transactions in trade, for the better enabling him so to do, we direct that
he be continued in our service and to remain as and at the head of the
Senior Merchants and with their  appointments without interfering in the
Company's affairs.
General Rules, Instructions and Orders, which from their connections are
necessary to be kept together, although consisting of various branches, and
and therefore ranged under this separate head
93.    The settlement of Calcutta has long wanted a reform in almost every
branch, and disobedience to our orders, the practice for some years past.
This, together with gross omissions and a total inattention to business, had
thrown our affairs into great confusion, and that you may be convinced we
are not too severe in our assertions, we shall here instance a few facts and
many others will follow in the course of these remarks.   For these eight years
no records of Quarter Sessions8 have been transmitted us, nor the remarkable
tryal of Mr. MacGwire for the mangling Mr. Plaisted.   Had we in this case
been publickly called upon, such an omission would have brought cruel reflec-
tion upon the Company.   AH presentments by Grand Juries9 have by this
means been sunk, and matters possibly of great importance  hid from  us.
The registers of appeals have not been much better conducted and those, with
the Mayor's Court10 registers, often omitted.   To ad<J more is unnecessary,